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AN ELECTION-SERMON. 


DEUT. XXXII. 29. 


Happy art thou O Yrael : who is like unto 
thee, O people faved by ‘the Lord, the 
_fhield of thy help, and who is the sword 
of thy excellency !—— 


Po HE great God who is the fove- 
bi ree reign of the univerfe, is the foun-* 
-_ tain and fource of happinelfs : * 

- SPA AS be hath given exiftence to 
focieties and public bodies of men, as well 
as to individuals, fo all the happinefs which 
they have fhared in, and enjoyed, has come 
from him, the divine benefactor. 


This every thoughtful perfon mut be 
fenfible of : efpecially they who have been 
elevated above the common Ieyel of man- 
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kind, and have been capable of taking notice 
of the wonderful operations, in the courfe 
of divine providence, which have tended to 
the good of focieties, whofe hiftory they 
have been acquainted with—and fuch as they 
have lived in, and to whom in fome {phere 
they have miniftred—and more efpecially 
yet, if they have been, or are, perfons of 
religion and piety. | 


Through .the great and diftinguifhing 
goodnefs of the moft high God the people 
of Ifrael, who defcended from the good 
patriarch Jacob and in Egypt grew, to be a 
great people, were at length delivered from 

“thence by a mighty hand, and were formed 


. into a civil fociety, or body politic. 


This fociety was {pecially and peculiarly 
happy and blefled : And the words of our 
text are a high encomium on the happinels 
and felicity of that people, uttered by Mokes, 
who had a perfeét knowledge of their ftate 
and, condition, who had been the inftrument 
of their deliverance from the oppreffions of 

a proud, defpotic, cruel, prince, and who 

i under 
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‘sander God was the founder of their ftate, 
their chief magiftrate, king and ruler. 


At a convention of the heads of the peo- 
ple, and of the tribes of Ifrael, he pronounc- 
eda bleffing upon each tribe, and by the 
{pirit of prophecy, he foretold the peculiar 
bleffings, which in fome future periods fhould 
come upon them. Having done thus, he 
_pronounces the whole Hebrew nation, or 

‘the whole Ifrael of God, bleffed: and more 
than intimates the fpecial and peculiar favor 
of God, which they fhould experience in 

"the promifed land, the land of Canaan, which 
“they were then upon, the borders of, and 

“which they fhould fpeedily pafs over to poflefs. 


But, as if all this fhould be confidered in 
a prophetic light and view only, or as relat- 
ing to the fpecial tokens of the divine favor 
to them, in time to come ; he {peaks in our 
text of their then happy ftate and condition. 


He had been with them as a faithful 
guardian, as a good fervant of God ; as @ 
kind father, as a great benefactor—He had 
"been witnefs to all that the Lord had done 

for 
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for them—how that the Lord had delivered 
‘and defended them from their enemies, and 
in every refpe&t had provided for, and 
fupported them—and therefore he declared 
them happy and bleffed ; eminently and dif 
tinguifhedly fo, in the favor of the Lord 
Jehovah : lappy art thou O Ifrael : who is 
lke unto thee, Q people faved by the Lord, 
the fhield of thy help, and whois the Sword 
of thy excellency ! The fhield and the {word 
are here ufed figuratively, and denote the 
divine care, - the goodnefs” and _beneficence 
of the God of Ifrael, in proteéting and de- 
fending his people from the defigns and at- 
tacks of their enemies, in giving them victory 
over them, and eftablifhing them as a fociety, 
over whichGod himfelf was, their immediate 
ruler and governor. So that all their deli- 
verances, all their greatnefs, all their power 
and authority, all their fafety, in a word all 
their excellency of every fort, is here attri- 
buted to God, by this his faithful frvant. 
A pattern this, worthy the imitation of the 
greateft potentates and legiflators on earth! 


But it is worthy our notice, with what a 
{enfible pleafure, and real fatisfaction, Mofes 
the 
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the chief magiftrate of theHebrew common- 
wealth {peaks of the happinefs of his people. 
Happy art thou, O Ifrael, who is like unto 
thee, O people faved by the Lord, &c. What 
people in the whole world have been fo dif- 
tinguifhed by the God ofAleaven as thou 
art? what favors have been beftowed on 
thee ? how art thou faved from out of the 
hands of thine enemies ? and how art thou 
raifed to a peculiar pitch of honor and great- 
nefs, beyond all the nations and people in 
the world ? Surely thou art highly favoured 
by the moft high God, who is eminently 
the God of thy falvation. 


Let it be obferved yet further, that Mofes 
was about to leave them, and to leave the 
world too, and to give up his account to 
God, the judge of all the earth. He had 
met, indeed, with many great and fore trials 
and confliés in the courfe of his adminiftra- 
tion of government among them. For 
though they were diftinguifhed greatly by 
the favors of Heaven, yet they had not been 
the moft tractable ; yea they had been a re- 
bellious people, and had provoked him, fo 
that be had Jpoken unadvifedly with his lips. 

B And, 
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And, being provoked by them, he offended 
God, and was debarred an entrance into the 
land of Canaan, and was-called to refign 


up his commiffion, his civil power and dig- 


nity, into the hands of another, who was 
appointed by God to be his fucceffor, and 
to partake of mortality, the common lot of 
all the children of men. Yet for all 
this, -he difcovers a peculiar fatisfa&tion, a 
heart-felt joy and gladnefs, in feeing and 
beholding their prefent, as well as their 
future happinefs — neither the contra- 
dictions of a ftiff-necked people, nor the views 
and profpects of a fpeedy diffolution, could 
abate,“much lef$ annihilate, the love he bare 
to them, or the delight and fatisfaction he 
enjoyed on account of that fingular pitch 
of glory and grandeur, which they had ar- 
rived unto, 


Surely then, this great and good ruld, 
muft have had fome noble and excellent 
principles operating in him, exceedingly dif- 
fering from thofe which have operated in 
many, fince him, who have affumed to them- 
felves the character of patriots, and be- 
acfa&ters of mankind ; which, however for 
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a time, difguifed under a fair fhew, of 
fome plaufible colourings, have frequently 
difcovered themfelves in the end, to be but 
low and mercenary and felfifh. I fay thefe 
principles which operated in the Hebrew 
law-giver, muft have been truly religious ones, 
and therefore. noble and generous and dif 
interefted ; fuch, as were worthy of God, 
by his grace, to infpire him with, and fuch 
as were productive of the moft excellent and 
beneficent actions. 


In fine, he confidered his people as beings 
of the fame {pecics with himfelf, ag entitled 
to many great and {pecial rights and privi- 
leges. yea as the people of God—himfelf 
as the fervant of God, his minifter, railed 
up by him, and cloathed with his authori- 
ty, not meerly that he might be elevated 
above the multitude of his brethren, or that 
he might avail himfelf of the honours and 
emoluments of his high office, but that 
he might a&t for God, and as far as fhould 
be in his power, promote their good and 


happineds. 


Bore A 
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A ruler poffeffed of, and actuated by, 
fueh noble principles as thefe, muft needs 
have had an eye, as to the will of his mafter 
in his condué, -in the courfe of his admini- 
ftration, fo to the reward of his fervices in a 
future ftate, or in a better world, and thus 
Mofes is faid by the Apoftle, to have had a 
refpect to the recompence of reward. ‘This, 
as it was confiftent with truly generous prin- 
ciples, was the effet of faith in God, 
and his word and promife. If this 
excellent ruler had not hada firm faith in 
God and a folid hope as to futurity, and of 
his being gracioufly accepted of God and 
rewarded inthe heavenly world, he could 
not have fo willingly and heroically refigned 
up his authority, and fo readily have embraced 
death, as he did, or at feaft, not with fo 
calm a mind, notwithftanding he had as great 
a love to his people,and delight and fatisfattion 
in their happinefs, as he poflibly could have 
had, upon the principles of reafon only. 


But if I difcourfe further, let it be upon 
thefe topics, which I think fairly prefent 
themfelves to us, from what we. have al- 
ready faid, by way of explanation of, or re- 
mark upon our text,—viz. The 


a 
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The happinefs of a people—the governing 
principles of a goodruler—and the fatisfacti~- 
on which fuch a ruler feels in his own breaft, 
in fecing the profperity and happincfs of ‘his 
people, in the courfe of his adminiftration, 
and in clofing the {cene of his action. 


In the firft place then, T would fay fome- 
thing further concerning the happinefs of 2 
people. 


When we {peak of a people,we would be 
‘underftood as meaning a fociety of men, in 
a civil relation to each other. The great 
God, who gave to man his being, hath made 
him capable of focial duties, and focial com- 
forts ; yea, according to his nature and con- 
ftitution, he is formed for many important 
fervices, which he owes to beings of the 
fame rank and {pecies with himfelf, and 
which he ought to yield, in fome particular 
fphere, according to his abiliry—and unlefs 
he partakes of, and fhares in, a variety of 
fervices and benefits of his fellow creatures, 
he in no wife partakes of that happinefs 
which he is capable of in the prefent world, 


Solitude 
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_ Solitude is a. ftate incompatible with the 
benevolent defigns of Heaven toward man- 
kind, and repugnant to their natural notions 
and defires. Hence it is, that although there 
isa natural equality and independency among 
men, yet they have voluntarily combined to- 
gether, and by compact and mutual agree- 
ment, have entered into a focial ftate, and 
bound themfelves to the performance of a 
multitude of affairs, tending to the good ; 
and to the avoiding of a multitude of inju- 
ries tending to the hurt and damage of the 
whole. And hence arifes order and govern- 
ment, and a juft regulation of all thofe mat- 
ters which relate to the fafety of the perfons, 
lives, liberties, and property of individuals. 


Thus, the happinefs of men is better 
promoted and fecured, than it would be, if 
every one was to indulge himfelf in an ab- 
folute independency and made his own wil] 
the rule of his actions. And hence alfo it 
may be faid, that government originates in 
the will of God, and the neceflities of man- 


kind. 
If 
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If we let our thoughts run a little further 
upon civil government, we fhall fee, that it is 
a merciful inftitution or ordinance of Heaven, 
to the lapfed world of mankind—The pow- 
ers that be are ordained of God. 


The fupream ruler and governor of the 
univerfe hath fo adjufted things in the moral 
world, as that order and government are ne~ 
-ceflary for the advancing his own glory, and 
the promoting the good of his rational, in- 
telligent creatures—and itis very obvious that 
anarchy and confufion, muft terminate in 
the deftru€tion of mens lives, as well as of 
their liberty and property. 


The form of civil government is not of 
divine appointment ; this is left by God very 
much to the will and determination of men, 
and depends upon a people's temper, genius, 
fituation and advantages or difadvantages of 
various kinds. But yet that form of govern- 
ment which is adopted and eftablifhed by 
the confent and agreement of the body of - 
the people, and which is found by experience 
to be conducive to the common good and 
intereft of the fociety, is that which feems to 

be 
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sbe agreeable to thedivine will—Though per- 

haps fome particular forms of government 
may look as if they were repugnant to the 
-will of Heaven, inasmuch as they tend to the 
enflaving and abufing of the fubje@, Yet 
(at leaft) thefe are permitted by him, who 
doth his will in the army of Heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the. earth. 


And indeed this difference or varicty re- 
ative to the forms of civil government, which 
have been, and which do now exift in the 
world, affords a very good reafon why one 
nation and people, is faid to be more happy 
as to the conftitution of civil government, 
than another. From hence it follows, that 
no people have been perfeatly and compleatly 
happy in this refpe@; becaufe no people have 
as yet had fuch a perfect form of govern- 
ment, as hath admitted of, and been attended 
with no inconveniencies, (unlefs you will ex- 
cept the theocracy of the Hebrews) and, it 
is probable,anabfolutely perfea form of civil 
government is inconfiftent with the prefent 
ftate of things, and with the fate and condi- 
tion of man, the adminiftrator of it, in this 

world of fin and imperfeétion. 
In 
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In awordhere, a good conflitution of go- 
vernment, fach an one as fecures the mutual 
dependence of the fovereign or ruling pow 
ers, and the people on each other,and which 
fecures the rights of each, and the good of 
the whole focicty,is 2 great ble{fing toa people. 


Having faid this of government, I would 
go on, and fay, that the happinefs of a peo- 
ple depends very much. upon their having 
good laws. 


Now laws may be faid to be good, when 
they are fuch as ténd to the promoting of 
the good of the fociety, and of individuals 
in it—or, they are good, when they tend to 
the fecuringand eftablifhing the liverties and 
privileges of men ; which are derived to 
them in the nature and reafon of things ; 
which they are entitled unto, by the contti- 
tution of the-government they have volunta- 
rily engaged to fubmit to ; and which are 
confirmed to them by the revealed will ofGod. 


And I will add here, that only fuch laws 
as thefe, are fit for the government of 
rational, intelligent, moral agents, all equal 

@ and 
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and upon a par, antecedent to any political 
combinations among men ; and after all, 
entitled to certain immunities and_ benefits, 
as members of the body politic ; fo thatthey 
are not only good, but the beft which an- 
{wer thefe great ends in the beft manner. Ac- 
cordingly, a people are happy when the end 
of thefe laws, is in a good or great meafure 
anfwered : that is, when government is exer- 
cifed upon a juft and reafonable, and proper 
bafis, and is not abufed by ferving the pur- 
pofes of ambition, ufurpation and tyranny. 
—when the true honor of government is fup- 
ported, and the people are fubmiffive, quiet, 
free from uneafinefs and tumult, peaceable 
and profperous.—But I muft not enlarge. 


In the next place I would fay, that good 
rulers are conducive to the happinefs of a 
people, or civil fociety—As the laws muft 
be good, fo muft they who are more efpeci- 
ally entrufted with the laws, be good. 


Now as fome laws, or rules of right con- 
duét, are neceflarily fuppofed to exit, prior or 
antecedent to the exiftence of particular foci- 
eties; which laws have their foundation, in the 

reafon 
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e 
reafon of things, the nature of man, and a- 
bove all the will of God, the fupreme law- 
giver ; fo thefe laws are above, or fuperior 
-unto the greateft Sovereigns or rulers in the 
world, as well as their fubje&s.—This I 
prefume will juftify me, in faying fome- 
thing of thofe laws before 1 fpake of them, 
who are {pecially concerned with the laws. 


Indced fovereigns, and fome fubordinate 
rulers, have a fhare in the power of legifla- 
tion; that is, as the circumftances and exi- 
gences of the ftate require, and as experi- 
ence elucidates their neceffity and utility, 
they may make, and they muft make new 
laws—but then they muft be fuch, as are 
couched in, and entirely confiftent with 
thofe laws, which had an exiftence prior to 
the exiftence of the flate, and thofe upon 
which the ftate was founded, if rightly foun- 
ded, or elfe the conftitution will be receed- 
ed from, and altered—and this cannot be 
done juftly or righteoufly, without the voice 
and confent of the people. 


The good ruler then is one, who hath 
a knowledge and underftanding of the na- 
es ture 
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ture of the conftitution of the government 
of the civil body he belongs to, and is a 
member of--It is to be prefumed that he 
prefers this form of government before ano- 
ther form, yea, before all others, that he 
will be concerned to maintain and fupport 
the conftitution by preferving, as much as 
in him lieth, the rights and prerogatiyes of 
the fovereign or ruling power, and the li- 
berties and privileges of the people. That 
he will thew a tender regard to the laws 
which already are—and if he hath a hare 
in the legiflative power, he will be concer- 
ned to frame and eftablith fuch laws, as are 
confiftent with the principles and intereft of 
the whole fociety—He will never aim at ef- 


tablifhing tyranny, or at promoting defpotic 


and arbitrary meafures, fubverfive of the 
rights and liberties of the people, though it 
were to the aggrandizing Majefty or fove- 
reignty itfelf—nor on the other hand at the 
degrading of gorernment by unreafonable 
oppofitions thereto, or by unjuft afperfions 
or reflefions, upon fovereigns or fubordi- 
nate magiftrates, or by promoting the things 
which terminate it’ licertioufnefs, though 
thereby he could render himfeif popular. 


y 
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If be hath a fhare in’ the executive power, 
he will fer:himfelf to enforce the laws, and 
to caufe them to ‘opériate to the good ends 

—— for which they were “defigned, that is, the 
reftraining and reforming all irregularities 
and diforders, by punifhing (in a due pro- 
portion) thelawlefs and difobedient: by pro 
moting the peace and profperity and happi- 
nefs of the whole and--of individuals—by 
protecting and fupporting the innocent, and 
them who are good fubjeéts, as alfo by com 
ferring honors and beftowing rewards (in a 
due proportion alfo) apon them who diftit- 
guifh themfelves by fome ee tant fervioss, 
to their king and country 


In thefe'refpeets a people may be faid to 
be happy, to what they are, who live in and 
under governments entirely monarchical, ot 
under princes or fovereigns,who are defporic 
and tyranhical ; ‘and who raake their own 
corrupt wills the rule of their conduc to- 
ward their fubje@s, or rather their flaves and 
vafflals—The flate and condition of fuctn 
people is abject and fervile, they in no wie 
enjoy that freedom which all men, as de 
offspring of God havea natural right unto— 

‘Tbat 
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Their rulers are fcourges, not benefaétors 
to them ; and they, that is the people, are 
made to feel innumerable troubles and 
infelicities which their brethren under a more 
happy conftitution of civil government 
know nothing of—But perhaps I may fug- 
geft fomething further concerning the good 
ruler, when I come to fpeak of the govern- 
ing principles of fuch an one. 


Furthermore— Religion or the fear of God, 
prevailing in the minds, and influencing the 
lives and practices of all orders and degrees 
of perfons in fociety, tends vaftly to the 
happinefs of a people. God is the Lord— 
as his glory ought to be the main ead, fo his 
will ought to be the chief rule, of the con- 
du&@ of all men in the world, whether they 
be in higher or lower fpheres of aétion. 


Religion is abfolutely neceflary, to the 
well-being or happinefs of the ftate ; or it is 
highly adapted to anfwer the beft interefts of 
fociety. 


The moft fenfible among men have con- 
cluded thata people cannot be happy with- 
out 
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out thepractice of religion and virtue—and 
though infidels have objected againft it, as 
the contrivance of magiftrates and legiflators, 
or rather of defigning politicians, yet in this 
very objection, they have tacitly acknow- 
ledged its high advantage to fociety and 
government. But the beft men fee and 
acknowledge that it refults from the relation 
between God the creator and governor of 
the world and men, his reafonable creatures, 
his right of governing them, and their duty 
to fubmit to, and obey him—And thefe fen- 
timents are founded not only upon the rea- 
fon of things, but alfo upon the folemn de- 
clarations of God himfelf,in his own injunc- 
tions upon men, in his holy word. . 


As religion and virtue then, or vice and 
wickednefs, do affect individuals or particu- 
lar perfons, the practicing of the one tend- 
ing to their prefentand future happinefs,and 
of the other, to temporal and eternal ruin ; 
fo are focieties or public bodies of men af- 
feed thereby, faving that focieties exift only 
in this world, and are capable of only tem- 


poral rewards and punifhments. 
Ta 
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Tn a word, if religion hath its genuine in- 
fluence in and upon the hearts of men, then 
they will a&, in fome good meafure, agree- 
able to the will of God, in their feveral de- 
pattments. 


Rulers will confider.themfelves as raifed 
_ up in the providence of God,to their refpec- 
tive dignified ftations, and will be concern’d 
to rule for God, his glory, and the good of 
their people ; and people will fear God and 
honor the king, and fubordinate rulers, and 
pray for them,that, ander them they may lead 
quiet and peaceable lives in all godlinef: and 
bonefty. The {miles of heaven will then be 
feen upon fuch a people, in the indulgence 
and continuance of their civil and religious 
hibertics, in the increafe of their commercial 
interefts, in the béftowment of peace ard 
plenty. But on the other hand, if a people 
fhould value themfelves ever fo. much upon 
the goodnefs of their civil conftitution, and 
there fhould he ever fo great exertions in fup- 
port of the civil rights and liberties of man- 
kind ; yet if vice and wickednefS fhould a- 
bound, and men in general fhould indulge 
the lutts or defires of the flefh and of the mind, 

if 
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Tf no proper means fhoull be ufed for the 
reforming mens fives and manners ; or if 
they fhould obftinately per fift in th: ir wicked- 
nefles, they may juftly fear, thar a holy, fin 
hating God, will fooncr or later make them 
feel the weight of his anger, in depriving 
them of the bleffings which they have been 
favoured with, and bringing upon them the 
forcft of his judgments. 


IT will add but this one word here: When 

a people are favoured with fuch bieffings as 

we have recited, and Cod j3 prefent wich 

them, in the fmilesof his providence, and in 

the tokens of his fpecial favor, and they not 

only enjoy civil but rcligious liberties and 

privileges, health and peace and plenty ; then 

have they a large thare of happinefs indeed ; 
then may we fay as the devout king of Ifrael, 

FLappy is that people who is in fuch a cafe : 

yea, happy is that people whofe God is the 
Lord. Thus as to the happinels of a peo- 

ple. But as 1 have faid that good rulers are 
conducive thereto, and as they are in a pe. 
culiar marner concerned with and about the 
(other things relative to this happinefs.—So 

I would in the 
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Second place, fay fomething of the govern- 
ing princeoles of fuch. 


Good rulers — The term may be un- 
derftood fn a relative or more proper fenfe— 
In a relative Jen/e, rulers are good when they 
conform themfelves to the fundamental con- 
ftitutional laws of the fociety they live in, 
and have authority over ; preferving on the 
one hand, the prerogatives of the fovereign : 
and vindicating on the other hand, the rights 
and liberties of the fubjects. 


In a more proper fenfe, good rulers, are 
good men, aéting upon religious which are 
the moft folid principles ; aiming at the ad- 
vancement of the glory of God,and thegood 
and happinefs of mankind ; efpecially the 
happinefs of them over whom they exercife 
authority. 


A good degree of knowledge of the vari- 
ous principles of the different forms of civil 
government ; their agreement or difagree- 
ment with the laws of mature, eftablifhed by 
the will of God: alfo a knowledge of the 
law of nations, and the ufages and cuftoms 
of civilized people ; together with a good de- 

oree 
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gree of knowledge of the political, the com- 
mercial, as well as religious interefts of their 
own people ; andI muft add, a good degree 
of moral honefty and integrity, of manly 
generofity, prudence, and difcretion, may 
procure a ruler the character of a good ruler, 
in the firt fenfe of the term. But it is the 
grace of God, fandaifying thefe various gifts 
and talents, which forms the charaéter of 3 
good ruler in the latter fenfe : So that, it is 
not fufficient, or all that is neceflary, that a 
man is a gracious good man, that he may be 
gualified for rule and government ; nor is it 
all that is neceflary, that a man hath many 
natural and acquired accomplifhments there- 
for ; the effeéts of a good natural genius,or 
of the beft education: but thefe things,toge- 
ther with a confciencious endeavour to an- 
{wer the ends propofed by the greatGovernor 
of the moral world; that is,his own glory,and 
the good of focieties &individuals ; or a fincere 
upright regard to the will of God, revealed 
in his word, in all their conduét and behavi- 
our, in their places and (tations, whether they 
be higher or lower. I fay thefe things moft 
of all, intitle fuch to the character of good 
rulers ; yea, to the ftile and character of gods, 

12 inafmuch 
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inafmuch as they hereby refemble the great 
Cod, the fovercign of the world,and imirate 
the incarnate fon of God, the great Saviour 
of a loft and ruined world, who manifefted 
the greateft bencvolence to mankind, and 
contrived & laid himfcif out to the uttermoft, 
to promote their temporal as well as their e+ 
ternal happinefs and felicity. 


Such a ruler, poffcfs'd of fach noble prin« 
ciples, and acting upon fuch excellent moa 
tives, muft really prove the greateft and beft 
patriot : He will difdain the fordid maxims, 
the deep-laid intrigues, the little arts of des 
figning politicians: Next to the divine ap- 
probation, and the approbation of bis own 
confcience, he wi] ftrive to approve himfclf 
to the confciences of men, efpecially pood 
men, real lovers of their country. Anda 
conflant run of beneficent aétions, indicating 
a paternal tendernefs toward the various or- 
ders of men who are urder his authority and 
a difrntercfted aim to promote their welfare, 
and to fecure their rights and liberties, both 
of a civil and religious nature, and a multi- 
tude of good offices, will gain him the love, 
refpc& and confidence of an obliged people. 


eee eee 
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¥ fay not, that fuch a ruler fhall never be 
looked upon in a falfe point of light ; or that 
he fhall never mect with thofe who thal! mif 
interpret his actions, and draw up a conclu- 
fion againft him as an enemy to his country ; 
and fo think and {peak reproachfully of him, 
and ungratefully and evilly requite his fer- 
vices fincerely intended, and done with a 
view topromote the beft good of the focicty, 
This can't be faid—for fometimes it fo hap- 
peas that the beft rulers, the greateft bene- 
factors in the world, meet with very hard 
and unreafonable treatment ; and this is oc- 
cafioned fometimes by the weaknefs, and 
fometimes by the wickednefs of men. Such 
is the imperfection of the prefent ftate, that 
men are frequently miftaken as to the prin- 
ciples which influence the great,in their con- 
du& and actions, and no wonder, fince the 
actions of all men are tho’t differently of by 
different perfons, differently affected toward 
them. 


And to be fure this will give an opportu- 
nity to the wicked, ({ would here intend 
the politically wicked) to raife a clamour a- 
gainft fuch faithful fervants of the public ; 

and 
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and under the pretence of fecuring public 
liberty, fach often gratify their own refent- 
ment, or purfue their own {chemes, at the 
expence of wounding the beft charaéters. 


It is moft fore and certain, that fome have 
Jooked upon their own fricnds and benefac- 
tors, and that not feldom, as their enemies. 
On the other hand, it muft be acknowledg- 
ed, that the beft of men, and they who have 
defervedly obtained the charaéter of good 
rulers, great friends and benefactors of the 
public ; as they have their remaining weak- 
nefles and imperfections, and are liable to 
imprudencies, miftakes and errors ; fo they 
do that, at times, which is fufficient to roufe 
the attention of the public, and to put per- 
fons of a truly patriotic {pirit,who have fome 
fhare in government, yea, and all men too, 
who have wifdom and ability to ferve the 
public, upon ufing their endeavors to point 
out fuch errors, and to make a ftand againft 
thofe things, which, it isprobable or certain, 
would tend to the hurt and damage of the 


community. 


Put then the happieft and jufteft way of 
dealing in fuch a cafe, and moft for the be- 
nefit 
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nefit of the public,is toobferve not only the 
laws and rules of the government men live 
in, but alfo and above all, the iaws of God, 
which enjoin juftice, righteoufnefs,truth and 
charity, and the like moral or rather chrifti- 
an duties and vertues, and thofe which forbid 
the indulgence and gratification of the human 
paffions, wrath and malice, and envy, and 


the like. 


After all, the good ruler confcious to his 
integrity and uprightnefs in the fightof God, 
and finding in his heart no real oblique in- 
tention, and yet fecing his conduét in one 
particular cafe and another difapproved of ; 
yea, and meeting with many things reproach- 
ful and trying, and that too fometimes thro’ 
the intrigues of a party : he notwithftanding 
having a good confcience, poffeffes his foul 
in patience ; and fo far at leaft fubmits to 
his fate, as not to do or defign any thing a- 
gainft the real good of the fociety which be- 
fore he hath endeavoured to ferve,and which 
neverthelefS he ought ftill to endeavour to 
ferve. And ordinarily fuch honeft good 
rulers as thefe, when mens paffions fubfide, 
and things are properly adjufted, thine with 


a 
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a greater luftre and glory than ever. No- 
thing fo uncertain or fluétuating as popular 
opinion, relative to the great ones of the 
earth, except it be the conduct of meer poli- 
ticians or courticrs. 


In fine here—the ruler who endeavors to 
conform himfelf to the will of God, and ta 
aé in his fphere upon fuch principles and 
motives as are fuggefted and enjoin’d in the 
gofpel, and which makea part of the chriftian 
religion, is certainly the beft ruler, the moft 
to be confided in ; his principles lead above 
a bafe fawning flattering condué in regard 
to them who are above or below him ; yca 
they influence him to a fuitable becoming 
carriage toward all men, in whatever relati- 
énsand ftations. His main ends are the glory 
of God, and the good of mankind, all with 
whom he hath to do ; efpecially all who are 
intitled to his labours and fervices. And 
whatever the world thinks of him, he hath 
vatt pleafure in his own breaft, and that fatis- - 
faction, which none but the good man, the 
éhriftian ruler, can know any thing of. 


_ But I pafs on to the 
Third 
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Third thing 1 propofed to fpeak about 
And that is the fatisfa@tion which the good 
ruler feels in his own breaft in fecing the 
happinchs and profperity of his people, in the 
courfe of his adminiftration, and when clofing 
the {cene of his a@ion. 


_And this muft be great, real and folid. 
For a ruler to fee his people, rifen to a good 
degree of glory, poffefs'd of many invaluable 
liberties and privileges both of a civil and re- 
ligious nature, to behold’ them flourifhing 
in trade and commerce, every man protected 
in his juft rights, fitting under his own vine, 
and under his own fig tree, and quictly enjoy- 
ing the bleffings beftowed upon him, in and 
by the providence of God, and none to make 
‘Bim afraid ; Yea to behold his people 
peaceable, quiet, profperous, and rifing yet 
higher or making way to a greater pitch 
of grandeur ; aiid to have reafon to hope 
that his fervicces in his {phere of aétion 
have (by the blefling of Heaven) contri- 
buted in fome good meafure thereto ; This 
muft afford real picafure to the mind of fuch 
a one; fecing that he hath not lived in vain, 

E hath 
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hath not contented himfelf with only the 
honors and profits of his ftation, but hath 
been honored by his maker in being made an 
inftrument of ferving his purpofes in the 
world, and in the fociety, in which his Lord 
hath caft his lot.. This muft be a conftant 
fupport to him while he lives, and is employ 
ing his talents and his fervices for the till 
greater benefit of his people—yea amidft all 
his fatigues and labors, and notwithftanding 
the contradi&ions he meets with, and the re- 
proachful fpeeches, and high infults, from 
men, who oppofe themfelves to him, whether 
with or without a regard to the public good: 


But moft certainly the heart of the 
good and pious ruler muft dilate with 
joy, when he fees that the fcene of his ation 
is drawing to-a clofe, when he fecs himfelf 
about to refign up his high office and his 
peculiar betruftments. to others, who fhall 
come after him, and under God condué the 
- great aflairs of government, and the things 
which belong to the peace and happincfs of 
his people. 


None of the rulers of this world, may 
prefuaie upon it, that they are immoveable, 
or 
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“or that they hold their high offices by a right, 
- or tenure, which can never be taken from them. 
Princes there have been, who have pretend- 

to a divine hereditary indefeafable right to 

‘their fovereignty (and they have had enough 
to flatter them, and as ‘far_as they could to 
confirm them in fuch’ a notion) but fome 

“fach have found thenifelves deprived of this 
their fuppofed or imaginary right, to rule and 

‘govern. © And others ‘who are cartied away 
-with thefe imaginary notions, and who 
rule with arbitrary, defpotic fway, are not 

fure that a righteous Ged will not fuffer fuch 
mutations in the world, as fhall occafion their 

being tumbled dow from their thrones,and 

their being ftrip’d of their diadems, and their 

being reduced to the eftate of men of low 

degree. Yea, no one knows what may 
“hetall fach fovercigns, whofe thrones,at pre- 
fent, feem to be effablifbed by righteoufnefs, 

nor fuch fabordinate rulers, in the beft framed 

‘governments, who have ruled in righteoufne/s. 
Should any fuch be called, in the changes of 
: providence, sae itis the moft high Cod who 
in his providence putteth down one, and:fet- 

“tet up arother) | fay, fhould fuch rulers be 
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called to guit their ftations, and that at,any 


time of life—if they have been ¢ood rulers 
‘and have a&ed from good principles and 
motives, a defire to. promote the glory of 
God, and the belt good of this people—they 


will do fo with a humble fubmiffion to. the 
wi'l of God, and a real pieafure, in feeing 


the good, the profperity, and the happineds 


of the people over whom they have ruled, 
though they fhould not approve of the con- 
duét of all forts of perfons towards themfelves. 
Bot upen fuppofition a good ruler fhould, 
through the favor of God, and. with the 


approbation and high eftgem of his people, 


contitiue in his office or ftation ferving God 
and his people, and deriying every good 
which he, could rationally expect, in a long 
courfe of fervices, yet he fhould confider 


that the fcene mutt clofe, neceflarily and una 


yoidably, fooner or later. 


Though rulers are filed gods, they muft 
Gie like men. The greateft potentates on earth, 
are no more exempted from the ftroke of 
death than the meaneft of their fubjeéts. 
‘The moft aétive, and the moft ferviceable, 
and the moft faithful, in the focicties they 

, live 
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Jive in, have bue their day allotted.to them 
-by the God of their dives, to work, and Ja- 
‘bor, and actin. By and by they muft quit 
not only their pofts and ftations, but this 
-world too, and go.te give up the account of 
their conductand behaviour ts him who fitterh 
onthe throne, and who will judge the mugeld 
in rightcoufne/s. le bor 


A firm belief hereof, and of a other 
doktrines of the gofpel.of the glorious God, 
-our Saviour, with a good hope refulting from 
the teftimony of a good con{cience, that they 
have uprightly and faithfully ferved. God, 
and his people, and that they are, and fhall 
be, accepted of God, through Fe/us Chrift, 
and are going to receive the gracious rewards 
of their fervices, in the heavenly kingdom, 
is enough to fill their hearts with joy un/peak- 
able and full of glory, 


Allowing therefore that the firft and 
greatcft occafion of joy and gladnefs to good 
rulers in the near views and profpeéts of 
Death, is their hope of acceptance with their 
divine mafter, and of the gracious rewards 
to be beftowed upon them, in the heavenly 
world—we may well prefume, that the 

‘ {ccondary 
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“fecondary occafion of their heart-felt joy, is 
‘the happinefs of the people, to whom, as 
‘kind + parents, true> benefaétors, faithful 
friends, they have ‘been miniftering, and 
which their fervices, by the bleffing of Hea- 
‘ven, have contributed fomewhat and per- 
‘haps; not a_ little. unto—and verily happy 
and bleffed are fuch fervants of the public 
for when they fhall have done ferving God 
‘on earth, they fha!l receive the bleffed euge 
frony the mouth of ’Chrift the judge, cach 
‘one for hirafelf— ell done good and faithful 
ervant, thou haft been faithful over a few 
things, I will’ make thee ruler ‘over many 
things, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 


And now upon a Jittle refie&tion on what 
has been faid, we muft fee fomething of the 
‘great happinefs of the Britifh nation, through 
the favor of the God of Heaven—A peo- 
ple highly diftinguifhed ; if not as Lrael of 
old in every ea yet exceeding greatly, 
by the mercies of divine providence, fo that, 
in fome refpeéts, fhe is made to-refemble rhat 
people, and perhaps more than any other 
nation in the world. As in the goodnefs af 
the conftitution of her civil government 

Ww hich 
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which is acknowledged by the gféateft and; 
: moft fenfible men, to be the beft form now: 
exifting i in the world, as alfo in the goodnefs, 
of the laws, preferving a proper medium be= 
tween the prerogatives of the fovercign, and 
the liberties and privileges of the people— 
and further, in the, goodnefs of our civil 
tulers—Blefled. be the Lord of Heaven and 
of carth, who though in former times he. 
fuffered our nation to groan under the arbi- 
trary and tyrannical meafures of fome def 
potic popith princes, whofe principles as well 
as condutt led dire&tly ‘to enflave their fub- 
jects, yet hath for a great number of years, 
efpecially fince the revolution, and the efta- 
blithing King William and Queen Mary on 
the Britifh throne, favoured us with prote- 
fant Kings and Queens, whofe principles 
have correfponded with the principles of the: 
Britifh government, and who have proved 
hurfing fathers, and nurfing mothers, having 
made the laws of the realm the rule of their 
conduct. 

_ More efpecially yet, have we caufe to blefs 
God, that at this day, and this time, we are 
ig aly favoured 4 God with a King, whofe 


throne 
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throne is effablithed by rightesufnefe—whd 
hath made the laws of the nation the 
rule, and the happinels’ df his’ people 
the end of his governmerit+who Kath 
the Kearts’ and: bs corifidence of his 
people at home arid abroad ; atid upori every 
dccafion hath given them thé: gréateft caufé 
to rejoice in his paternal: carc' of aud goods 
nefs to thems. 


May the moft high God, the King, of 
Kings, blefs his fervant, in. his. government 
—in his perfon, in his’ royal conforr 
the Queen and their offspring, and give 
unto them long life and profperity+-and fo 
order things in his wife and good providence, 
as that there may never want one of that 
iluftrious houfe to fit upon the Britith‘throney 
and to {way its fceptre in righteoufnefs, 


- How happy our nation alfo, in having in 
her, fome-raifed up by God from time to 
time, and by divine providence put in places 
of the greateft importance, who have proved 
true. to -her liberties.and interefts—As, pa- 
triotic minifters, noble counfellors and ftatef- 
men, upright and impartial judges, wife and 
faithful {enators—and a parliament, which, 


the’ 
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tho’ liable to miftakes, has yet been atten- 
tive to the good of the nation and kingdom, 
and her colonies and dependencics. 


- And as to religion, and religious liberties 
and privileges, what people in the whole 
world fo highly favoured as our nation ? We 
have the gofpel, the freeft ufe and the 
fulleft enjoyment of it ; all the ordinances’ 
of the gofpel—liberty of confcience—every 
man protected in his religious rights, as well 
as civil—every one allowed to worfhip God 
in that way and manner he judges beft, 
and moft agreeable to the word of God. 
No menaces from the civil power to compel 
men, in matters of religion, no impofitions 
from authorized ecclefiaftical tyrants, no 
perfecution for religious fentiments or prac- 
tices, if they are fuch as confift with the 
peace and fafety of the ftate. 


Thefe things have been long exploded and 
contemned, by rulers in church and ftate, as 
well as by people in general—and it condu- 
ces-much to our happinefs, as well as to our 
honor, and the honor of God, that they be fo. 


F 7 Indeed 
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Indeed it is to be withed that our nation 
was more religious, really and practically, 
amid{t all her religious liberties and privileges, 
than fhe is ; that men of all perfuafions, and 
of all ranks and orders would fear and re- 
verence the Majefty of Heaven more ; that 
they aimed to advance the honor and glory 
of God, and of the Redeemer more—In a 
word, that they were more holy, juft, goods 
righteous, honeft, temperate, chafte and ver- 
tuous ; more conformable to the precepts of 
the gofpel, and the example of Chrift ; 
more confiftent in word and deed with the 
high name and character by which they are 
called— and that fhe might yet further prof 
per in all her interefts, and in all refpedts fee 
the falvation of God. 


As to the Britith colonies in North-Ame- 
rica, whofe refpective governments are model- 
led conformably to the government of the 
nation, all under the fame fovereign—how 
happy are they, in the enjoyment of the fame 
jiberties and privileges, as our brethren, in 
our mother country? what a lafting foun~ 
dationis hereby laid for continual union and 
harmony, and a mutual! dependance between 


the 
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the parent, andher children? may there ne- 
ver more, bé any attempts from any quar- 
ter, or by any means or inftruments to di- 
vide them, who are fo nearly connetted in af- 
fection and intereft—and I belteve, all the 
people, in all the colonics, will heartily fay 
—Amen. 


When we reflec upon fome late tranfac- 
tions, which were fo alarming to the colo- 
nies, as well as to the nation itfelf—we have 
reafon to blefs God, and to adore the di- 
vine goodnefs, which prevented things pro- 
ceeding to that extremity which many fear- 
ed, and which would have terminated in the 
difhonor and damage of the nation, as_ well 
as the ruin of the colonies; and which di- 
reéted and brought things to fuch an iffue, as 
that the rights and privileges of the colonies 
are eftablifhed, perhaps, upon a better bafis 
than ever. 


In a word, the nation with her depen- 
dencies in this part of the world, have been 
and are exceeding happy, in that they are a 
people faved by the Lord. Great. have been 
their enemics, and great have been their dan- 
gers, and great have been their deliverances 
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which God hath wrought for them, and to 
this day it muft be faid that God zs the 
Shield of their help and the fword of their 


excellency. 


As to this province, we are happy, as we 
have been, in fharing with others in the blef- 
fings of civil government—civil and religious 
liberty—thie beft laws—and I belicve I may 
fay with propriety, with as good rulers as any 
people whatever. 


Great and good were many of our fore- 
fathers, who were leaders among them who 
firft came over into this inhofpirable wilder- 
nefs, who were then fo in love with the con- 
titution of civil goverament, from under 
which they came (for it was not on account 
of civil affairs, that they left their brethren, 
in their native land, nor any thing elfe, fave 
unfcriptural impofitions upon their confcien- 
ces, touching their religious liberties) I fay 
they were fo in love with the conftitution of 
civil government of the nation, that they 
willingly adopted the fame form, and {ct it 
up bite : And thefe leaders became rulers, 
and continued fo, for many years, and moft 
of them during their lives; and that by the 

free 
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free clection of the people ; and they did 
worthily forGod and his people in their day ; 
and fome of the defcendants from fuch,have 
continued, in fucceflion from one generation 
to another down to our own day ; and per- 
haps none have been more capable of doing 
fervice, or have done more, or have been 
more honorable and refpeétable, than they. 


Not but that, through the favour of hea- 

ven, and our gracious fovereigns,we have alfo 
had men of eminent characters and diftin- 
guifhed abilities, fet over us, in the higheft 
feats of government, who have done worthi- 
ly, and been fathers to this people: And be- 
fides, by the fmiles of heaven upon us, and 
by the means of education enjoyed by this 
people, there have been of the fons of New- 
England, who have filied the chief chair of 
government, and other fubordinate pofts and 
lations, with great honor, and to the great 
benefit and fatisfaétion of the people. Thefe 
are great bleflings which we have enjoyed, 
by the good providence of God ; and at 
this very time, perhaps we are more happy 
in thefe refpeéts, than fome are willing to 
allow. 


His 
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His Excellency, who fills the chief chair of 
government in this province, is raifed by 
God and the King, to this high and dignifi- 
ed ftation. A gentleman capable of difcharg- 
ing the high trufts repofed in him, one who 
well underftands our conftitution of civil go- 
vernment; and therefore we prefume, he 
will alway ftudy and endeavor to preferve 
the royal prerogative on the one hand, and 
the precious liberties and privileges of the 
loyal people he hath the government of, on 
the other. 


His Excellency’s lot hath fallen in a very 
difficult day among us—Such convulfions 
there have been, as have fhaken the very 
foundations of government—but through 
the merciful interpofition of Heaven, and 
the favor of our gracious King, things have 
been in a good meafure appeafed—And it is 
our hearts defire that his Excellency will, as 
a truc fervant of God and the King, exert 
himfelf yet to ferve this people committed 
to his charge ; that he will endeavor to act 
under the influence of the beft, yea the moft 
religious principles, approving himfelf to his 
royal mafter, who hath the good of thefe 


colonics,and of this province in particular, at 
heart ; 
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heart ; above all, to God his maker and his 
judge ; to his own confcience, and to the 
con{ciences of this people, efpecially fuch as 
have opportunity to obferve his condué, in 
the neareft and clofeft view. 


If his Excellency is enabled uprightly ta 
purfue the good of this province (and we 
with him the divine grace and affiftance that 
he may be fo) he will be engaged in a fervice 
we truft agreable to the will of God; he 
will have the prayers and thank{givings of 
an obliged people, the comforts of a good 
confcience, the approbation of Heaven, and 
finally, the rewards of a good and faithful 
fervant. 


And now, I would addrefs my felf to the 
honorable his Majefty’s Council, and the ho- 
norable Hou/e of Reprefentatives, who are 
this day to tranfaé a great and important af 
fair agreable to our charter privileges ; and 
which concerns our good, in a great and e¢- 
minent degree: I mean the choofing hisMa- 
jefty’s Council for the year enfuing. Thro’ 
the good hand ot God upon us, this privi- 
lege is yet continued to us ; and it is no 

{mail one. 
Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, we juftly conclude you are all 
truly attach’d to:the happy conftitution of 
the civil government of the nation, and of 
the province. 


Your betruftments are great,and you are 
under great obligations to God, and this 
people—you are obliged to act for his glory, 
and their good. 


‘From the character of the good ruler as 
has been exhibited to you (though very im- 
perfectly) in a former part of my difcourfe; 
you fee what fort of men you are to make 
choice of, to take a part in the legiflative 
authority of this Joyaland re/pectable province. 


© Men who have a good degree of know- 
Iedge and underftanding in civil, and politi- 
cal, and commercial affairs—Men who va- 
Iue our conftitution upon principle—Men 
knowing in the times, what Irael ought to 
do—Men who fhall be true to their princi- 
ples, and who fhall ftrive to fupport the king’s 
prerogative, and the true liberties and privi- 
leges of the people—Above all, men of re- 
ligion and piety, of integrity and upright- 
nefs,of prudence and difcretion, of calmnefs 

and 
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‘and moderation—and yet men of courage 
“and refolution. 


Suffer me to fay, thefe are the men you 
ought to look for,and to give your votes for. 
‘It is to be prefumed, Gentlemen, that you are 
‘men of fo much honor, and of fo much real 
“goodnefs and faithfulnefs, as that you will 
-a& in this important affair, upon true and fo- 
lid principles—that you will not be govern- 
‘ed bya party fpirit—that you will not fuffer 
your own private views to influence you— 
‘that you will not prefer this man who is @ 
favorite of your’s or of your party, before 
another who perhaps is a better: man ; and 
yet becaufe he is not -juft of your caf of 
mind, the object of your difpleafure: and re- 
fentment. 


Pray Gentlemen do but confider how much 
you are and ought to. be concerned to act 
this day, for the public good ; and therefore 

how jealous you need be, left you are fway- 
‘ed and influericed by fuch motives as have 
no relation thereto,and are entirely inconfifte 
ent therewith. 


G Calmnefs 
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Calmnefs and compofednefs of mind, a 
fincere defire and endeavor to anfwer a good 
confcience in the fight of God, in this im- 
portant affair, will, we hope be attended with 
happy confequences ; and may you be the 
inftruments in the hands of God, of placing 
fuch men at the council board, and only 
fuch, as fhall be deferving of fo much honor 
And confidence, as will thereby be fhown to 
and put in them—In a word, men who fhall 
Sear God and hate covetoufnef/s, and men who 
fhall have courage fo to a& upon their own 
Principles, as to defpife any menaces from 
any quarter whatever. 3 


I believe I may fay, it will rejoice the 
hearts of all true lovers of their country, all 
fober, confiderate men in the government, 
to fee and behold this important matter ma- 
naged in a cool difpaffionate manner by all 
perfons concerned in it ; and that thecouncil 
board might be filled with fuch good men as 
fhall have a real concern for the civil and 
religious liberties of the people, the good of 
the churches in the land, and the good of the 
college, the fountain from which, (by the 
blefling of heaven) both church and ftate may 


yet be abundantly fupplicd and replenifhed. 
And 
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: And when the eleétions of this day are 
over, and the General Court fhall proceed ta 
the bufinefs which fhall lie before them,may 
each branch thereof be enabled to confider 
and bear it'in mind from day to day, That 
God ftandeth in the congregation of the mighty 
and that he judgeth among the gods. 


And may they religioufly aét, through the . 
whole year, with a fincere defire and de- 
fign to promote the glory of God, who in 
his providence hath put them intoa capacity 
to act in fuch-important fpheres, to preferve 
cour excellent conftitution of civil govern- 
ment, the rights both of the Sovercign and 
the people ; and to promote the happinefs 
of the communiry in the beft manner. 


Will my Fachers in the civil government, 
bear with me while I offer a few things fur- 
ther, confiftent with my charaéter (however 
unworthy) as a minifter of Chrift. 


May we not juftly expect, Gentlemen, that 
you will thew a fpecial regard to thereligion 
of Jefus Chrift (the religion we. truft you all 
profefs to have a regard for) in all your con- 


duét and bchaviour ? 
G 2 As 
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As you ought to be the proteétors of ree 
ligious profeffors in their juft rights and li- 
berties, fo it would be vaftly ornamental and 
becoming, for you to’ be examples of all 
chriftian graces and vertues in your public 
as well as private conduct. 


Chriftianity, the excellency of it, exemplis. 
fied in the words and aétions of them who 
are in elevated or confpicuous ftations, is 
never more beautiful, perhaps never {0 ene 
gaging and attra@ing. 


You will let me then urge it upon you, to 
endeavor to cultivate in you the chrifion 
temper, and to evidence it in your whole 
deportment. This will have a tendency to 
conciliate matters in fociety, and be very 
promotive of love and harmony. Behold 
how good and how pleafant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity. 


Is chriftianity inconfiftent with patriotifm ? 
God forbid that any fhould imagine fuch a 
thing.—The true chriftian is the belt qua- 
lified to a& the part of a patriot, if he hath 
other qualifications alfo which are requifite. 
What a glorious example hath he in his view, 

in 
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aa 


in the temper and condué& of Chri, the 
greatelt perfonage that ever was in this world, 
and who loved. the world fo as to lay down 
his life to redeem and fave it—The more 
you imitate him, the more faithful will you 
be in your placcs ; the more juft and righ- 
teous in your words and aétions, the more 
refolute in purfuing the glory of God, and 
the beft good of wee 


Was there ever a time, my fathers, when 
you needed more the divine grace and affift- 
ance, to enable you to conduét toward all 
men, in a way and manncr,as hall do honor 
to yout chara@ters as chriftians,as well as pa- 
triots ? Strive to be poffeffed of the meek and 
guict fpirit, which in the fight of God is of 
great price. Think and {peak and a& of 
and toward others, as you would think would 
be juftandright for you to expeét from them, 
were they in yourcircumftances, and you in 
theirs. This rule, I humbly conceive, fhould 
be obferved and aéted up to, in the moft ref- 
pectable affemblies, and by the moft refpeGa- 
ble perfons, as well as among tt ee in 
general, in their private tranfactions. 


Men 


qf) 
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Men may be bold in the caufeof God and 


his people, and may ufe great exertions in 
thedefenceand fecurement of their rights and 
privileges—and at the fame time be juft and 
righteous, merciful and charitable, good and 
benevolent, civil and courteous to all, whe- 
ther fuperiours, inferiours or equals. And 


“it may be juftly concluded, that that man’s 


principles are the beft, and he will prove the 
beft friend to the community,who fhall moft 
conform himfelf in his words and aétions, to 
the commandments of hisGod,and hisSaviour. 


And may I not with propriety urge you 
to have a f{pccial regard to the trueft interefts 
of the people, conformably to the will of 
Chrift, both your Lord and theirs—and that 


you labour in your places to reform whatever 


is amifs in their moral condudét—lIt is too 
obvious that there are many vicesand immo- 
ralitics abounding in the midft of us. 


‘There is therefore great need of a refor- 
mation among us—you ought, not only to 
regard the civil and commercial intereft, but 
the beft good of the fociety, knowing, that 
prevailing and growing iniquities provoke 
God to bring his judgments upon a land, 

and 
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and that the practice of virtue and picty 
renders a people the favourites of Heaven. 


I would here take the libefty of mention- 
ing fome moral diforders, or fins and tranf- 
greflions, rife and growing in the midft of us 
—were it not that they have been mention’d 
already (for they are no new things, tho’ 
perhaps they are grown greater) I fay men- 
tion’d already to former affemblies upon this 
anniverfary, with great faithfulnefs and the 
trueft concern. 


You only need to recolleét them, and to 
inquire whether there have been fuch proper 
exertions by the legiflative body of the peo- 
ple, for the difcountenancing and fuppref- 
fing fuch vices and wickedneflefs as fhould 
have been—if there have been, and thefe 
diforders and wickedneffes can’t be reformed, 
we are in the fure way to be wretched and 
miferable, though in all other refpects, we 
are for the prefent, in a good degree happy 
—but if there have not been proper endea- 
vours ufed—by our fathers in the govern- 
ment, in times paft, yet there may be, for 
the time to come——and let me fay, God and 
; this 
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this people demaridit of you, ‘that you do ex- 
ert yourfelves in this matter to your utmoft 
—that you fee to it, that the laws which al- 
ready are, are duly executed—and that others 
may be made which may be found neceflary, 
for the accomplifhing fo defired an end— 
as a reformation. And this my fathcrs, al 
low me without ‘piving offence to fay it, is 
the leaft, we who are the minifters of Chrift, 
and look upon ourfelves as in duty bound to 
obey you, when you order us into the defk 
upon this occafion, can expect'of you. 


"But I'beg'leave alfo juft to’ fay, that the 
poor of the people, and the children of the 
poor, that they may be kept from idlenefs 
‘one of the bancs of fociety—and trained up 
in induftry and virtue—and the ‘well orders 
ing and regulating public houfes” or taverns 
in the towns of the province, too much the 
nurferies of vice and wickcdnefs, a3 they 
have been managed, and in which ‘too many 
do‘impoverifh themfelves and their families; 
are things which in a fpecial manner deferve 
"your clofe attention, and your vigorous cxer- 
‘tion. 


t 


In 
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Ina word, we with you, Gentlemen, the 
divine prefence and affiftance in all you may 
engage in—that you may be inftrusents of 
promoting the public happinefs in ail refpects 
—yea, that you may be fo happy yourfelves 
as to have and enjoy the comforts of a good 
confcience, hope and confidence toward God, 
while you live, and in the end, the moft am- 
ple and the moft gracious rewards in the 


happicft ftate of all. 


My reverend fathers and brethren in the 
miniftry wil] alway feel great joy and fatis- 
faction, in fecing the profperity and happi- 
nefs of the Ifrael of God, or the people of 
whom they are a part, and to whom they 
minifter in holy things—for this they will 
continue to pray both publicly and private- 
ly, this they will lay themfelves out, in their 
places to promote and further, and by the 
blefling of Heaven, upon their upright and 
faithful endeavors they alfo may be infru- 
mental of great good—Thou leddef? thy peo- 
ple like a flock, by the hand of Mofes and of 
“Maron. But the Sermon to the Minifters; 
expected to morrow, renders it needlefs for 
me to enlarge here— 


HH Therefore 
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Therefore fhall conclude when I have ad- 
drefs’d myfelf to all the people. We cer- 
tainly muft be fenfible in fome degree of 
the great happinefs we enjoy as a people— 
_ through the fmiles of Heaven upon us,we are 
blefs’d with the greateft and beft liberties and 
privileges, with a good meafure of peace and 
quietnefs, with health and plenty—God hath 
faved us wonderfully from the hands of our 
enemics—he extends and enlarges our bor- 
ders, he increafes our commerce, he gives 
us occafion for joy and gladnefs of heart— 
we want nothing fo much as the fear of God 
toprevail in our hearts and minds, and in the 
hearts.and minds of all forts of people,to in- 
fluence them to the practice of virtue and pi- 
ety, and to keep us from licencioufnefs of 
every kind—let us therefore make it our 
prayer to God, that he would continue his 
favors tous~-that he would blefs, aflift and 
ftrengthen our civil rulers and his minifters, 
and pour out his {pirit upon the wholebody of 
the people,and his blefling upon their offspring. 

May every one fiudy to be quiet and to da. 
his own bufinefs, in his particular depart- 
ment— letus guard againft envy and detrac- 
tion, and keep as much as poffible from 

wrata 


An Eloétion-Sermon. 59 


wrath and clamour—let us render to Ce/ar 
the things which are Cefars, and te God the 
things which are God's, 


Let-us.be prc to walk .before God in 
our houfes after a godly fort. Family reli- 
gion, if it is revived, and if it prevails as’it 
fhould, will tend much, not only to the hap- 


~ pinefs of particular familics, but to the acer 


of the community alfo. 


Finally—every one ought to confider him- 
felf as capable of infinitely greater happi- 
nefs in the heavenly world and ftate, than he 
can poflibly attain unto in this world of fin 
and death—Chrift hath purchafed this happi- 
nefs for all who believe in, and love and obey 
him—lIt is bur a little time at the longeft, and 
the fcene muft clofe with us all—We muft 
quit our pofts and ftations, be they higher, 
or be they lower, bid adieu to this world, 
and enter upon an eternal {tate of exiftence. 


Happy, inexpreffibly happy and bleffed 
will they be, who have aéted their part well, 
and have ferved God and their generation 
according to the will of God, in their day. 


Let 
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Let us therefore ‘exert ourfelves, fee that 
our principles, ends and aims be right, and 
that we act as far as wecan, agreeable to 
the will of God, and fo as that we may at 
laft give up our account with joy and not 
with gricf, and be compleatly happy in the 
kingdom of Heaven ; which God grant unto 
us all, through Fahad Chrift our Lord, to 
«whom be glory on earth and in heaven, now 
and forever, ~ 


AMEN. 


